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The mission of St. George 
Antiochian Orthodox Church  

 

Is to serve God and the community 
by commitment to the GospelÕs 
command to grow in the knowledge 
of Jesus Christ through faith, 
hope, and love. It is a parish of the 
Self –Ruled Antiochian Orthodox 
Christian Archdiocese of North 
America.   
The Orthodox Church follows the 
faith and practice of the apostles 
and disciples of Christ handed 
down by the ancient Christian 
fathers and twenty centuries of 
Church tradition. Genuine Christian 
life nurtures and stimulates our 
spiritual and moral development. 
The liturgical life of the Orthodox 
Church has been developing over 
the last 2000 years. By taking part 
in the mysteries of ChristÕs life, 
death and resurrection at the 
liturgical services, the community 
members are drawn to repentance 
and the gradual change of their 
inner selves. 
To join the community of St. 
George or to find out more 
information, please fill out the 
Guest Book in the Narthex.  We 
hope this day will be spiritually 
rewarding for you.  Fr John will be 
happy to answer any questions.  
Join us in the hall after Liturgy for 
our Coffee Hour and Fellowship. 
 

 

His Beatitude John X Patriarch of Antioch 
and all the East.  

His Grace Bishop Anthony, Auxiliary 
Bishop of the Diocese of The Midwest 

 
 

V. Rev Father John Ojaimi, Pastor 
Archdeacon Yarid Sahley 

Office: (216) 781-9020  
Pastor's Cellular: (440) 665-6724 

www.stgeorgecleveland.com                                                 

Pastor’s E-Mail: frjojaimi@msn.com                                                                                                                             
Parish E-Mail: office@stgeorgecleveland.com 

 
Sunday December 11, 2022 

 

Tone 1 / Eothinon 04 
 
 

Sunday of the Forefathers    
(Ancestors) of Christ 

 
Venerable Daniel the Stylite; Luke the 

New Stylite of Chalcedon  

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS 
We are glad you are worshiping with us   

today. There are Service Books in the pews. 
Orthodox Christians must be prepared for 

Holy Communion through Confession,     
Fasting, Prayer and by   being at peace with 

others. Please seek and give forgiveness    
before receiving Holy Communion. At the 

conclusion of the Divine Liturgy, please join 
us for coffee hour in the Parish Hall. 



Bread of Oblation is offered in memory of Mary, Kamleh and Hanna Matta & Mariam, 
Hanna, Malek and Josephine Saliba by Elias and Laudy Saliba and Family 
 

Candles are offered for the Health, Safety & Spiritual Welfare of:  
All of our parishioners, their family members and their friends.  
The sick, shut-ins, homeless and needy  
Family & Friends by George Haddad 
Bill and Laverne Ameen by Henry Ameen 
My Children and Grandchildren by Nuha Karsheh 
The Karsheh and the Kahoush families by Nuha Karsheh 
 

Candles are offered in Beloved Memory of: 
All of your beloved ones falling asleep in the Lord. 
All Clergy and servants of God. 
All the Victims of war and violence and diseases in the whole universe. 
Michel Hayek, Michael Simone & Bob Mourad by the Hayek family 
Wadia Ameen by his wife Mary & family 
Edward & Evelyn Haddad by their  family 
Edward & Rita Fadel by his family 
Charles Haddad by Joan & family 
Joie Haddad by George Haddad and his Family 
William Isaac by his Wife June Isaac 
Ramona Darmour by her  daughter  Charmaine Darmour  

 

UPCOMING DIVINE SERVICES 
Sunday December 18, 2022 Orthros Service @ 9:30 am; Divine Liturgy @ 10:30 am 

Saturday December 24, 2022 Christmas Orthros @5:00pm & Liturgy @6:00pm 

for the sick, sufferings,  
shut-ins , needy, homeless, victims of disasters, 

“Then the Jews began to argue with one another, saying, 
How can this man give us His flesh to eat? So Jesus said to 
them, Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of 
the Son of Man and drink His blood, you have no life in    
yourselves. He who eats My flesh and drinks My blood has 
eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day”.  
 John 6:52-54 

  “With fear of God, faith And love draw near”. 
Come to Church, Jesus loves you, we love you  



Divine Liturgy Variables on Sunday December 11, 2022 
Tone 1/Eothinon 04;Sunday of the Forefathers (Ancestors) of Christ 

Venerable Daniel the Stylite; Luke the New Stylite of Chalcedon  
 

 
 
 







       THE DISMISSAL 

Priest: May He Who rose from the dead, Chr ist our  true God, through the  intercessions 
of His all-immaculate and all-blameless holy Mother. By the might of the Precious and  Life-
giving Cross; by the protection of the honorable Bodiless Powers of Heaven; at the supplication 
of the honorable, glorious Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist John; of the holy, glorious and       
all-laudable apostles; of our father among the saints, John Chrysostom, archbishop of          
Constantinople, whose Divine Liturgy we have now celebrated; of the holy, glorious and right-
victorious Martyrs; of our venerable and God-bearing Fathers; of Saint George, the patron and 
protector of this holy community; of the holy and righteous ancestors of God, Joachim and   
Anna, of the Holy Forefathers of our Lord Jesus Christ; of our Venerable Fathers Daniel the 
Stylite; and Luke the New Stylite of Chalcedon, and of all the saints: have  mercy on us 
and save us,  forasmuch as He is good and loveth mankind.  
Priest: Through the prayers of our  Holy Father s, Lord Jesus Chr ist our  God, have mercy 
upon us and save us.  
Choir: Amen.  

Dear Saint George Family, Beloved in Christ 
 

Our community is fortunate to have such compassionate and loving Parishioners. Because of your 
pledge and support, our Church is able to continue to serve you and to support the needy families.  
 

As we read in the  2 Corinthians 9:7 “Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not  reluctantly 
or under  compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver”. 
 

What makes us Christians is our faith being reflected by our actions in a beautiful way that  manifests 
our identity through our work of love. 
 

With The Parish Council we are making every effort to reduce our expenses, to ensure our  reserve 
fund can be maintained for its intended purpose and the future growth and support of our Church. We 
are   asking  anyone who is financially able, to either mail a pledge donation check to the Church’s  
Office or Donate via our website Donation button. 
 
Also please let us know if you have any hardships that the Church can help with. We will try to support 
you in any way possible. 
 
In closing, we ask for  the Lord’s Protection to keep all of us safe, and to guide all of us to become  His 
new disciples and to serve and love His people 



Christ's Holy Forefathers—The Saints of The Old Testament 
 

In the two weeks leading up to Christmas, the Church remembers the 
“Holy Forefather s” of Jesus Christ; in other words, the Old Testament 
Saints who preceded Christ in the flesh, prophesised His coming, or 
prefigured Him. In iconography, the Old Testament Saints can appear 
by themselves, in scenes from their lives, or – like here – in         
anachronistic compositions. 

In the left bottom corner is Adam, the original forefather of Jesus’  
humanity, and all of us. He gestures to the figure in the bottom      
centre, the Patriarch Abraham, holding a child symbolizing the     
promise made to him – that even as an old man his progeny would be numbered as the 
“stars in the sky” and “the grains of sand on the seashore”. To confirm the fulfilment of 
this prophecy, the child himself gestures to his left, where Abraham’s grandson Jacob 
stands holding a cloth containing his twelve sons: the Twelve Tribes of Israel. Flanking 
Abraham is Enoch and Isaac, hands raised in a sign of humility. 

Along the top, from left to right, stands the prophet Isaiah, the Psalmist King David, the 
Prophet Daniel amid the Three Holy Youths, Aaron the Levite, and Joshua. Being        
well-known for their prayerful attitude and faithfulness to the Torah, the Three Holy 
Youths, Daniel, and Aaron all wear kippahs topped with phylacteries. Below Aaron is his 
brother Moses, also wearing kippah and phylactery. 

On the left wearing a crown of authority is the last of the Hebrew judges, Samuel.          
Besides his name being inscribed in his halo, Samuel is easily recognized by the golden 
horn he holds, used to anoint the first two kings of the nation of Israel: Saul and David. 

Below Samuel is Jeremiah, holding a scroll of his own prophecy, as is the Prophet    
Zechariah on the far right or Jeremiah. Zechariah is also holding the seven-branched 
Menorah, a common liturgical ornament of the Temple, which this prophet helped to   
rebuild. 

To the right of Zechariah is Righteous Noah, considered a prefiguration of Christ, and 
holding the Ark of Salvation, a prefiguration of the Mother of God, who held within her 
our Salvation. To the left of Jeremiah is a prefiguration of John the Baptist: the Prophet 
Elijah (or Elias in greek). Like the Saint who came after him, Elijah is recognizable by the 
coat of animal hair which he wears.  Another example of an icon of Elijah is here 

Flanked by a prefiguration of John the Baptist and the Theotokos on either side, the     
figure in the center can only be an Old Testament prefiguration of Jesus Christ. That    
figure is the “Royal Priest”, the King of Salem, the person who came distributing bread 
and wine, and the person to whom Abraham, the Patriarch of the Hebrews gave 
tithes: Melchizedek 

  



 
 



Something	we	do: 
“Pray	then	in	this	way: 

Our	Father	who	art	in	heaven, 
hallowed	be	Thy	name. 
Thy	kingdom	come. 
Thy	will	be	done, 

on	earth	as	it	is	in	heaven.	Matthew	6:9-10 
 

the	world	and	its	desire	are	passing	away,	but	those	who	do	the	will	of	God	live	forever.	1	John	
2:17 

 
Whoever	does	the	will	of	God	is	my	brother	and	sister	and	mother.”	Mark	3:35 

Anyone	who	resolves	to	do	the	will	of	God	will	know	whether	the	teaching	is	from	God	or	
whether	I	am	speaking	on	my	own.	;	John	7:17; 

 
For	you	need	endurance,	so	that	when	you	have	done	the	will	of	God,	you	may	receive	what	

was	promised.	Hebrews	10:36 
 

Since	therefore	Christ	suffered	in	the	 lesh,	arm	yourselves	also	with	the	same	intention	(for	
whoever	has	suffered	in	the	 lesh	has	 inished	with	sin),	2	so	as	to	live	for	the	rest	of	your	earth-

ly	life	no	longer	by	human	desires	but	by	the	will	of	God.		1	Peter	4:2 
 

Something	we	can	know: 
Do	not	be	conformed	to	this	world,	but	be	transformed	by	the	renewing	of	your	minds,	so	that	
you	may	discern	what	is	the	will	of	God—what	is	good	and	acceptable	and	perfect.	Romans	

12:2 
 

we	have	not	ceased	praying	for	you	and	asking	that	you	may	be	 illed	with	the	knowledge	of	
God’s	will	in	all	spiritual	wisdom	and	understanding,10	so	that	you	may	lead	lives	worthy	of	
the	Lord,	fully	pleasing	to	him,	as	you	bear	fruit	in	every	good	work	and	as	you	grow	in	the	

knowledge	of	God.	Colossians	1:9-10 
 

What	is	God’s	will?: 
Rejoice	always,	17	pray	without	ceasing,	18	give	thanks	in	all	circumstances;	for	this	is	the	will	

of	God	in	Christ	Jesus	for	you.	1	Thes	5:18 
 

God	our	Savior…	desires	everyone	to	be	saved	and	to	come	to	the	knowledge	of	the	truth.	1	
Timothy	2:4 

 
3	For	this	is	the	will	of	God,	your	sancti ication:	1	Thessalonians	4:3 

 



2022 Christmas Order Form 

  
Commemorate your loved ones by Making a donation in their honor! 

 All submitted names will appear in the Christmas edition of the bulletin.  
Please note: this year’s deadline is December 18.  

 
For the Health & Safety of: ______________________________________________ 
   
__________________________________________________________________  
 
__________________________________________________________________   
 
 
In Memory of: ___________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
      
    
From: ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Submit this form with your payment either in the Sunday collection basket or via mail 
to the church. 

Please make your checks payable to St. George Orthodox Church, with “Christmas 
Offering” in the memo. 

 
Have a blessed Fast in anticipation of The Nativity Feast  



 The Great Martyr George 
 
The holy, glorious and right-victorious Great-martyr and Trophy
-bearer George was a Christian Roman soldier killed                
under Diocletian at the beginning of the fourth century. Though 
he was born in Cappadocia, his mother was from Palestine, and 
thus he is a particular favorite of many Palestinian Christians. 
He is also the patron saint of Moscow, Georgia, and England, 

amongst other places. The Church commemorates St. George on April 23, and the      
translation of his relics on November 3.  
 
According to Tradition, St. George was born to a Christian family during the late 
3rd century. His father was from Cappadocia and served as an officer of the          
army. His mother was from Lydda, Palestine. She returned to her native city as a 
widow along with her young son after the martyrdom of St. George's father, 
where she provided him with a respectable education and raised him in piety. 
 
The youth, it would seem, followed his father's example in joining the army soon    
after his coming of age. He proved to be a charismatic soldier and consequently 
rose quickly through the military ranks of the time. By his late twenties he had 
gained the titles of tribunus (tribune) and later comes (count). By that time St. 
George had been stationed in Nicomedia as a member of the personal guard      
attached to Roman Emperor Diocletian (reign 284–305). 
 
In 303, Diocletian issued an edict authorizing the systematic persecution of    
Christians across the Empire. His Caesar, Galerius, was supposedly responsible for 
this decision and would continue the persecution during his own reign (305–311). It 
is  believed that St. George was ordered to take part in the persecution but     
instead confessed to being a Christian himself and criticized the imperial decision. 
An enraged Diocletian proceeded in ordering the torture of this apparent traitor 
and his execution. 
Then, after innumerable forms of torture, St. George was executed by          
decapitation in front of Nicomedia's defensive wall on April 23, 303. The witness 
of his suffering convinced Empress Alexandra and Athanasius, a pagan priest, to  
also become Christians, and so they also joined St. George in martyrdom as         
consequence. St. George's body was then returned to Lydda for burial, where      
Christians soon came to honor St. George as a martyr. 
. 


